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Welcome from the Year 4 team!

• Teacher – Mrs Afzal

• Teacher – Miss Dawson

• Phase Leader – Mrs Twyford



Uniform expectations

Lots of useful information can be accessed from our website. 
Look for the ‘Parents’ tab on the homepage.

www.gilbertcolvin.co.uk

Some uniform reminders: 

• No Smart watches or jewellery. Only plain stud earrings are 
allowed.

• Pupils should wear sensible black or navy shoes or black 
trainers. No other colour trainers please. If there’s a short 
term challenge with this, please let the school know.

Teachers will let parents know if their child is not wearing the 
correct uniform.

http://www.gilbertcolvin.co.uk/


Behaviour

Positive not punitive
We have a values based, positive behaviour system. We discuss with our classes what good learning 
behaviour looks like and how we can show that we are ‘Ready to Learn’. This is closely linked with 
what it means to be a pupil at Gilbert Colvin and the school’s values of courage, perseverance and 
integrity. 
Green Trackit points and certificates are awarded for positive behaviours. Pupils are asked to reflect 
upon their behaviour if there are more serious incidents. Parents are informed if pupils have had 
‘reflection time’.

Inclusion Team
Some children may have additional support and work with our ELSAs individually or in small groups.

Mrs Begum – Inclusion Manager/SENDCo
Mrs O’Sullivan – ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant)
Miss Collins – ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant)

Behaviour Policy 
This can be read on our website https://www.gilbertcolvin.co.uk/page/?title=Policies&pid=20

https://www.gilbertcolvin.co.uk/page/?title=Policies&pid=20


Behaviour – visible consistencies 

This is how we do it here. Whatever happens at home, in school, we have an 
agreed set of behaviours that teachers will be modelling and we will expect from 
the children.

As a whole school, we are focusing on: greeting each other, walking (not running), 
being kind to each other in the playground.

Behaviour for learning – in classes. This will be more specific and linked to positive 
learning behaviours and the Gilbert Colvin values of courage, perseverance and 
integrity.

Consequences hold – good behaviours don’t cancel out the bad ones. For more 
serious incidents, children will be asked to write a brief reflection to think about 
their behaviour choices. We will let you know if that’s happened.



Behaviour – Zones of Regulation



Curriculum – what we will be covering 
this half term

 

Year 4 

Autumn 1  

PHSE 

 Establishing class and school expectations. 

 Reminders of school values of kindness, 
perseverance, integrity and courage.  

 How to be a good learner and good classmate. 

 Being a good school citizen. 

 Understanding who is in my school community and 
the different roles. 

 Understanding how democracy works through the 
school council. 

 

 

English 

 Reading and discussing a play script. 

 Understanding the purpose, structure and conventions 

of a play script. 

 Writing a detailed setting description for a scene in 

play. 

 Explore and understand characters focusing on 

feelings and actions.  

 Spelling words using a variety of suffixes and know 

how they change a word. 

Mathematics 

 Consolidating understanding of place value to order 

numbers greater than 1000 

 Adding and subtracting four-digit numbers using the 

column method and explaining appropriate strategies 

including regrouping. 

 Solving word problems with four-digit numbers 

 Rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 1000. 

 

Music 

Musical structures how 

does music bring us 

together? 

Physical Education 

Basketball invasion 

game defending and 

attacking 

Gymnastics-partner 

balances 

 

 

DT 

 Evaluating existing jewellery boxes and purpose.  

 Looking at what makes a good box and effectiveness  

 Designing and evaluating the jewellery box-how successful is 
the design? 

 To measure accurately and use techniques to join and finish. 
 

 

 
Religious Education 

What does it mean to 

be a Hindu? 

To understand the meaning 
of the Aum symbol and to 
recognise that in Hinduism 
Brahma is the creator, 
Vishnu the sustainer and 
Shiva the destroyer 
To name some of the 

scriptures and how they are 

used by Hindus 

Science 

Compare and group materials together, 

according to whether they are solids, 

liquids or gases. 

Observe that some materials change 

state when they are heated or cooled, 

and measure or research the 

temperature at which this happens. 

 

History 

 Introduce the Romans 

 Map work  

 Boudicca  

 Ruling system  

 Roads and buildings  

 Impact of the Romans  

 Life before the romans 



English – how we teach reading at 
Gilbert Colvin
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English – how we teach writing at 
Gilbert Colvin

• Writing is taught during the designated, hour long, English sessions. 

• Writing is based on high quality texts that drive teaching and learning in these sessions 

• Children learn a range of literary features to apply to their writing. 

• Children have the opportunity to write a variety of different types of writing across the year.

• Children follow a 5 step writing process, in which they plan, write, revisit, edit and publish their 
work.

• A variety of text types and high quality models of writing are used to support pupils, allowing the 
children to see how the literary skills learnt in lessons are used effectively in a broad range of 
genres. 

• Writing, at Gilbert Colvin, always has a purpose and an audience. 

• Alongside this, children are taught about spelling, handwriting, grammar and punctuation. 



How we teach maths at 
Gilbert Colvin
• We follow a progressive and ambitious scheme in years 1 – 6: 

Mathematics Mastery

• It promotes deep, mathematical thinking with connections made 
across the curriculum

• Lessons follow a 6-part structure, giving children lots of time for rich 
discussions and ‘doing’ the maths 

• Children use manipulatives so they can ‘see’ the maths 

• Focus on fluency, alongside problem solving and reasoning

• CPA approach (concrete, pictorial, abstract)



Year 4 Multiplication Check

• The multiplication tables check (MTC) is statutory for all 
year 4 pupils in England

• The purpose of the MTC is to determine whether pupils 
can recall their times tables fluently, which is essential 
for future success in mathematics. It will help schools to 
identify pupils who have not yet mastered their times 
tables, so that additional support can be provided.

• In 2024, schools must administer the MTC to all eligible 
year 4 pupils between Monday 3 June and Friday 14 
June.



Homework

Homework is sent directly 

to parents each Friday on 

School Ping.

Please let us know if you 

are unable to access the 

homework. 



Dates of events and school trips

• Jeans for Genes Day – 20st September

• Black History Month – October

• Harvest Festival

• Class trip  Maple 3/10   Hazel 10/10

• Quidditch Day – 4th October

• ‘Bring and Share’ event – 18th October

• Library visit 23/10 (Maple)  and 5/11 (Hazel)



How can I support my child this year?

• Please ensure your child arrives at school promptly (before 9am) so that they don’t miss 
any learning

• Check School Ping daily for messages, email and homework

• Look at what your child will be learning each term by exploring our ‘curriculum’ part of 
the website

• Make sure your child reads every day and sign their reading record

• Talk to your child about what they have been learning each day

• Screen time at home could include Times Tables Rockstars, Spelling Shed and (anything 
else you suggest)



Important notices

• Please send your child in wearing their PE kit on Wednesday.

• Children can bring in their own water bottles. These can be filled at the sink in their 
classroom.

• If parents want to speak to the class teacher, either speak to the teacher on the 
playground or arrange an appointment through the school office.

• Check the weekly newsletter for important dates.

• If parents have concerns about their child, speak to the class teacher. If it needs to be 
escalated, arrange a meeting with the phase leader. Concerns or queries may be passed 
on to the Assistant Headteacher, the Inclusion Manager, Deputy Headteacher or 
Headteacher.


